THE mushroom growth of independent scientific societies and the remarkable advances that have been made in all branches of medicine in the last 25 years has tended to lead to the isolation of the various medical specalities. This isolation of the speciality of anaesthetics and the administrative emphasis placed on the medico-legal hazards of the speciality has led to the complete divorce of the student and the pre-registration house officer from anaesthetic activities. The result is that a mystique surrounds anaesthetic techniques and resuscitative manoeuvres. The reader of this excellent textbook will agree that these procedures are outstandingly simple.
The book sets out to present the outlines of anaesthesia and gives a most comprehensive description of the selection and application of the various anaesthetic techniques.
The mode of action of local and general anaesthetics and the pharmacology of anaesthetic agents contained in the first two chapters would be generally regarded as dull and difficult reading in medical circles. The reader, however, who gets as far as reading these two chapters will agree that the authors have presented the subject in a most interesting, lucid and readable manner. The explanation of the pharmacological action of the various drugs is dealt with by considering their action in relation to the reasons for tbeir use.
No other manual deals with the objects and principles of resuscitation and intensive care in so brilliant and concise a form.
It is unfortunate that the text is marred on Page 30 where Metaraminol (aramine) is described as a potent vasodepressor instead of a vasopressor.
The chapter on pre-anaesthetic examination and preparation of the patient for anaesthesia and surgery is regarded as incomplete, in that no attempt has been made to teach the student to classify his patient according to the operative risk. The classification of physical status used by the American Society of Anaesthesiologists is most useful for this purpose and could have been included with benefit.
The book is strongly commended not only for all medical students, but all doctors. It provides a perfect frame work on which the trainee anaesthetist can assemble his knowledge. 
